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/ REALLY!

ARE YOU GOING TO SAY

THAT EVERY TIME YOU
PICK UP AN ABSTRACTZ

HERE'S
ANOTHER ONE

GILLES!

THEY ALL ARE. IT'S
THE POINT OF THE p

[ conrerence. ALL OF THE| |/ comtmmence:
\ FORM A WHOLE LARGER ABOUT 'THE
THAN THE SUM OF PROBLEMS ANP
\ ITS PARTS. POSSIBILITIES
OF HOLISM'. 4

YOU'RE SUCH AN
EASY MARK,
CARL MY oLpP
FRIEND!




MERPE! | wAs
FORGETTING ALL ABOUT
YOUR LITTLE...WELL BIG...
| MEAN, EXTARORPINARY

YOou ARE NEVER
GOING TO BELIEVE THIS...

IT'S ONLY GOING TO
BE A COMIC BOOK!

S0!
WHAT'S
THIS PAPER 7o ) N
CLAIMING TO S [) =

GIFT TO THE

GILLES,
JUST TELL ME
WHAT THE
PAPER |S

WELL (T CLAIMS THAT

AN UNPERSTANPING OF HOLISM,
IN BOTH OF OUR TEXTS,

15 BEST UNPERSTOOP IN TERMS

OF 'EMERGENCE':

THE
CRITICAL
REALIST
ARTICULATION
OF THE
IRREPUCIBILITY
OF THE
CONSTITUENT
LEVELS OF
REALITY.

.
/

LOOK WHAT
YOou MAPE
ME PO!
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The relationship Emergent properties ||How is emergence

between two terms are therefore possible? If we

such that one relational; they are accept that emergent

diachronically not contained in wholes are more than [b—_
arises out of the the elements the sxlxm :}f tthe“' parts, >,

other, but is cay_le themselves@ p_— . ?gsg;l o P -

of reactm?"‘ 21 but could <28 nothing to be —

not exist
apart from
them.
(Archer 1982
ture or || P. 475)

Marpresent in the whole

Emergence comes from || In emergence,
the organisation of the || generally, new beings
parts, from the (enties, structures,
maintenance of a stable totalities, concepts)
set of relations between|| . .. generated out of
pre-existing material
from which they

{ concept of age
argency, presupposing

ausality
(Collier 1998 p. 599)

...In this sense || The Second Law of
'emergent properties' || Thermodynamics states

are a function || that all energy systems
ernally related “ruln down” lik.e alt clock
and never rewinc
¥ QL SUTHOLUIES, themselves. But life not
bgcuase t'he only “runs up”,
S W_hmh define || converting low-energy
prise them as || sea-water, sunlight and
ch grant their || air into high-energ
ents powers || chemicals, it kg
ities they ymltiplying itg
ould not possess || into more and
apart from their hetder clocks
j ; that keep
mte!'act}on “running up
or combination || faster an
s parts of a whole|| faster.

Creaven 2007 p. 47) || (Pirsig 1=

way of articulating and
defending their thesis of the
irreducibility of the

constituent levels of reality:

We would not try to explai
the power of water to
extinguish fire by deriving
it from the powers of its
constituents, for oxygen an
hydrogen are highly
inflammable. in such cases
objects are said to have
'emergent powers', or
liabilities which can
reduced to those of th
constituents...







HUHZ
WHO'S THERE?Z

SON,
WE MADE IT 10

THE SURFACE?

S0, You
DECIPEDP TO
BRING ME
ALONG TOO;
FOR WHAT...
COMPANY.
AND WITHOUT
ASKINGZ

NAY,
ANSWER ME.
STAND AND
UNFOLD YOURSELF

DAD,
YOU'RE SUCH
AN IPIOT.

WHERE ARE WEZ

WELL!
TECHNICALLY,
YOou MAPE IT, T JusT
WOKE UP HERE,
NOT THE SAME THING.
AND JUST FOR THE
RECORP, IF THIS 1S
“THE SURFACE",

PRETTY UNIMPRESSIVE,

BECAUSE I CAN'T 6EE
A THING, UNLESS
DPARKNESS 1S A
THING NOWZ#

NAY!

50 THAT YOU MAY
APPROVE MY EYES AND
SPEAK OF [T
SO, THAT
ON OUR RETURN THEY
CANNOT SAY 'TIS OUR
FANCY.

CAN'T YOU
FEEL THE WARM
WIND UPON YOUR

CHEEK?

THE WHATZ

NOZ
‘TIS BITTER COLP.

TO
LIVE
ONES’
LIFE
WITHOUT
WONDERING
WHAT'S
BEYOND
THE
CONFINES
3
THE CAVE,
NOW
THAT
WOULD
BE
DARKNESS.

OUR FANCY?Z

NO, YOU'RE RIGHT,
WHEN WE ENTREAT
THEM TO LEAVE THE
COMFORTS OF THE
HEARTH,; AND
EXPERIENCE THE
GREAT NOTHINGNESS
THAT 1S THE SURFACE,
THEY WILL NOT
THINK US MAD
AT ALLZ




WELL IF YOU PUT
IT LIKE THAT; MY
@ODS YOU'RE
LIKE YOUR MOTHER,
YOU RUIN EVERY
BIT OF FUN.

DAD! WHAT ARE
WE DPOING HERE?Z

DO YOU WANT TO
SPEAK OF
SOMETHING?Z

IT WASN'T
ALWAYS LIKE

THIS.
THAT'S A SHAME,

CAN WE GO
HOME NOWZ#

TIS EXACTLY WHAT

I'’M TRYING T0 DO,
SPEAK OF SOMETHING.
THIS IS A

RITE OF PASSAGE,

A COMING OF AGE,

AN INITIATION,

A TRANSITION RITUAL,
A WALKABOUT,

A CLIMB OUT...

YEAH,
T GET IT!

THERE ARE
TALES FROM
LONG AGO.

OH NO,
HERE WE GO!

WHERE'S YOUR
SENSE OF
ADVENTURE?

WE'RE THE FIRST
OF OUR PEOPLE
TO HAVE EVER
LEFT THE CAVE.

I WONDER WHY
THAT 162 WITH ALL
THESE VIEWS...

THAT OUT HERE
BEYOND THE
CONFINES OF

THE CAVES,
AND BEFORE
ALL OF THIS
NOTHING, THERE
WAS...
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AND NOT MERELY
INTELLECTUALLY, BUT
WE HAD FELT IT TOO. [ =

,,:-w“

“= EVERY KIND OF WEAPON,
FROM THE SPEAR TO

THE ATOMIC BOMB

SN IN OUR HANDS

WE'DP COME TO KNOW THE ART
(EXCUSE THE EXPRESSION)
OF WAR, THROUGH CONSTANT
PRACTICE; OVER A
THOUSAND GENERATIONS...

WE HAD FELT
THE WEAPONS

.r
v/
£ ,_::_-?;:“"*\L /—/\‘
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\ /-§ %
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P
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— AND WE HAD FELT
THE EFFECTS OF
EACH 'APVANCE',; TOO.







PENNY
FOR YOUR
THOUGHTSZ

WHAT
MUST THE
WORLPZ BE LIKE
FOR OUR IPEAS

ABOUT IT TO |
BE BOTH WASN'T
PRACTICAL EXPECTING
ANP THAT!
N\ MEANINGF L%

THEN I'LL BE
EXPECTING A
LARGE TIP.

GRAB A SEAT
BUDPDY; I'LL BE OVER
TO TAKE YOUR
ORPER IN A &EC.




THIS PLACE
LOOKS F/INE,
DPON'T You
THINKZ

WAHATZ
I MERELY SAIP TO THE
TAX| PRIVER "THAT ALL
PROCESSES OF ZNPNV/IPLATION
MUST CONFRONT A PSYCHOTIC

MOMENT, A P/ALECT/IC
CONFRONTATION BETWEEN
EGO AND THE VOoIP."

HOW WAS I
TO KNOW THAT THE
'‘PRIVER"' WAS A
PART-TIME

Y WELL I THINK
YOU CAN /GNORE
WHAT LACANIAN'S

SAYZ

YOU'RE VERY
GOOP AT TJALK/NG GILLES, BUT
LISTENING,; NOT 60 GOOP. LET'S

JUST BE 7THANKFLL THAT YOU'RE

NOT A CL/N/C/AN.

I DIPN'T HEAR
YOUR REFPL Y,
PLEASE GO ON;
I'MALL £4RS.




S0/ WHAT CAN
I GET FOR YOU THIS
MORNING, PUPEZ

AND YOU'RE \ 4
NOT ONE FOR {7/
SMALL TALK, |
| EEZ 4

' S0, YOU'RE
\ A PRAGMATIST
THENZ

BUT, YEAH, I SUPPOSE
60. I PO TEND TO EVALLATE

ANY SET OF BELIEFS IN TERMS OF
THEIR PRACTICAL APPLICATION; BUT I
WOULD GUESS THAT I FAVOUR A MORE
CR/TICAL REAL/ST APPROACH TO THINKING
OR WHAT I WANT TO CALL PRAGMAT/IC
ONTOLOG/CAL MATER/AL/ISM.

THAT'S
QUITE
A MOUTHFLUL.
I DON'T éEE
IT CATCHING
ON SOME
HOWZ

WHAT

DOES A
PRAGMATIC |
ONTOLOGICAL |

HAVE

A LOOK AT
, TH/E WHILE T
faral WO" TAKE A COUPLE
the "% L o b
yot The 1ot 7 OF ORDES, AND
what ™ gxper _pid be JiEe THEN I'LL BE
f the 2055 ar cutf? BACK OVER.
A (A
whal
furé
al 517 e en
+ zoc? mar o9
o id e
Wha‘f al

12



GILLES,
IN REFLS/NG TO FACE,
WHAT YOU TERM, THE 'PSYCHOTIC MOMENT
SOCIETIES INVARIABLY EMERGE COMPOSED
ENTIRELY OF Z&-/INC/IV/ICPUAL/ISEL
HUMAN BEINGS, WHO ARE COMPLETELY AT
MERCY OF PSYCHOTIC
INCIVICUALISTS.

EXCUSE ME FOR INTERRUTING,
BUT DOESN'T MARX WRITE, IN THE
CRUNPR/SSE, THAT "SOCIETY POES NOT
CONSIST OF INPIVIPUALS, BUT EXPRESSES
THE SUM OF CONNECTIONS ANLZ RELATIONS,
IN WHICH THESE INPIVIPUALS STAND WITH
RESPECT TO ONE ANOTHER."

THIS SOVERE/GN REMEDPY OF MASS
ACTION OF WHICH YOU SPEAK SO HIGHLY,
MY DEAR; IS NOT THE ANSWER. IT MERELY
EXTINGUISHES THE INPIVIPUAL
ALTOGETHER. ..

A MILLION Z&EROS
JOINEP TOGETHER PO NOT
ADPD UP TO ONE!!

BUT SEVERAL BILLION 'AL/ENATEL
'ZEROS' WILL ADPD UP TO MORE THAN
THE SUM OF THEIR PARTS.

- ,



THAT'S NOT THE
MOST POSITIVE FORM
OF HOL/SM THAT You
PUT FORWARD.

WHAT /!
EMANC/PAT/ON FOR THE
WORLDPS' PROLETARIAT!

MASS ACT/ON WILL

ALWAYS DENY THE INPIVIPUAL
THE IRRATIONAL FACTORS

REQUIRED 70© BE&E 'EMANCIPATEL'

FROM THE 4ERL.
MASS ACTION 16 NOT Th

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF A HERD. IT
16 THE PHILOSOPHERS STONE; THE

TRANSMUTATION OF LEAD INTO GOLL; OF ANYWAY! 1!
TRANSCENLENT ELEMENT. WHAT CAN I’

GET FOR YOU #Z

MASS ACTION,
/ IN A VERY REAL
SENSE, |15 EMERGENCE,
| THE PIACHRONIC EVENT
OF CREATIVE /IMMANENT
UNFOLDPING FROM WHICH
SOMETHING EMERGES
OUT OF A SEEMING
NOTHINGNESS.

==

I'D GO FOR THE
CLASSIC HUMBLE
PIE & MASH,
IF T WERE You!!!

WHAT WOULP You
RECOMMENLLZ WE ARE
LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING MOLPEST




THIS 1S ALL VERY INTERESTING
BUT IT POESN'T TELL
ME MUCH ABOUT P.Oo.M/

ABOUT
WHAT!!

Pom/
PRAGMATIC

ONTOLOG/CAL

MATERIALS/M.

OCOOWW!
I HATE
ACRONYMSZ

. BUT YOU'RE A CR/7T/CAL
REAL/STZ BHASKAR'S WRITING
16 LITTERED WITH THEM. IT'S
WHAT PUTS EVERYONE
OFF.

WHICH 16
ONE OF THE \ =
REASONS WHY T \1/
cALL My IpEAS [l
PRAGMATIC

ONTOLOG/CAL
MATERIALISM,
AND NOT
CRITICAL

S0 BREA.
IT POWN
FOR ME.

OK! BUT
DON'T 6AY
IDIPN'T
WARN YOU.

BY PRAGMATIC

I MEAN THE SENSE AS FOR
OF JUPE/NG ANY SET ONT7OLOGY"
OF BELIEFS VIA WELL...

THEIR PRACTICAL
APPLICATION.
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..LET'S JUST ASK,
WHAT KIND OF BEINGS AND
ENTITIES WOULP You
STAKE A CLAIM 70 BE
POPULATING YOUR WORLDP?Z
THAT'S ON7OLOGY ...

IT'S CONCERNED WITH
THE MOST BASIC
PRESLPPOS/T/IONS
OF ANY PHILOSOPHY.
THE THINGS THAT
UNPERPIN OUR IPEAS AND
THAT WE TAKE FOR
GRANTED.

EVERYTHING WE SAY AND
THINK 1S BASED UPON
PRESUPPOSITIONS, UPON
SEVERAL UNDEFINED
ASSIMPTIONS.

IF YOU PON'T HAVE
PRESUPPOSITIONS YOU ARE
CONPEMNED TO SAYING
NOTHING, REPEATEDLY.

THIS PROCESS OF BASING
OUR IPEAS UPON
ASSUMPTIONS
& BETTER KNOWN AS
METAPHY S/CS,

A TERM OF PERISION THAT
NEEDPS TO BE RECLAIMED
FROM ITS PLACE OF
CONDEMNATION IN
CONTEMPORARY THINKING.




MATER/AL/SM, 1S THE
IPEA THAT THE WORLDP
HAS AN
EXISTENCE /NCEPENLCENT
FROM THE CONTENTS
OF OUR MINDPS., THAT THERE
& A MIND INPEPENDENT
REALITY OUTSIPE OF OUR

CONSC/OL/SNESS OF IT.

BUT, IF ALL THE HUMAN
MINDPS IN THE WORLD
VAN/SHEL OVERNIGHT,
THEN ALTHOUGH
COMMUNITIES,
CULTURES,; AND BUILPINGS,
WOULD STILL
EXIST, THEY WOULD CEASE
TO FUNCT/ON IN THE WAY
THEY PO IN A WORLDP THAT
INCLUPES HUMAN MINDS.

FOR MATERIALISTS,
ALTHOUGH THE WORLD
EXISTS INPEPENDPENTLY

OF OUR THOUGHTS,
MEAN/NG POES NOT,

AND THEREFORE;,

INSTITUTIONS, ART, AND
SCIENCE,
PO NOT EXIST WITHOUT
MINDPS AND BOPIES TO
CREATE, ACT7T/VATE,
AND INTERPRET THEM.

THIS 1S NOT A AU/GE CLAIM,
YET CALLING
YOURSELF A REALIST
TOPAY IS LIKE
CALLING YOURSELF A
METAPHY S/CIAN;
IT PLACES YOU ON THE
WRONG SIPE OF
CONTEMPORARY THINKING.

7



f I ACCEPT WE'RE NOT MADPE
FROM SOLIP MATTER; AS MY DPEAR
FRIEND WOLFGANG HAS ILLUSTRATED
TO ME PURING MANY CONVERSATIONS
TOGETHER; BUT LA7ELY, I FEEL AS
THOUGH IT IS NOT ONLY MY BOPY THAT
STRUGGLES AGAINST THE POWER OF
ENTROPY BUT THAT MY ENTIRE BEING

TO THESE THOUGHTS BECAUSE

7 MIGHT IT BE THAT
YOU HAVE BEEN SR/WVEN

YOU HAVE W/TNESSELP
SUCH SUFFERING ON A
PERSONAL AND
PROFFES/ONAL LEVEL.

& PHASING OUT OF EXISTENCE.

I W/sA IT WERE SUCH
TRALMAS THAT HAP BROUGHT
ME TO THIS &£747&, BUT I HAVE
BEGUN TO SEE AND EXPERIENCE
OTHER AHORRORS TOO.

PR \\\

il

PESCR/BE THESE
UNTHINKABLE DPECEPTIONS.

ONLY A MOMENT
AGO WHEN VISITING
THE MEN'S ROOM
I FOUNDP THERE TO BE
NOTH/NG BEYOND
THIS ROOM,; ONLY A
THICK BLACK
IMPENETRABLE
LINE.

18



\
i
{
P \
s ;_“"‘r
%
I

NOW THAT You
MENTION IT, I'VE BEGLN
TO FEEL A S7TRANGE
PRESENCE
LOOMING OVER US
TOO.

I'M
GOING TO
INVESTIGATE
FOR MYSELF!

f:.v_}.::\"‘\y‘ =)

~——=

Q ‘um( 7‘//.,_/\
e
P e "\l iy R
[\ “ %
‘ (" 2
\ \
O\
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IT IS AS YOU 84Y...

BUT
WE SHOULD TAKE
COMFORT IN THE FACT

THAT WE'RE BOo7#

EXPERIENCING THIS
PHENOMENON
TOGETHER.




SURELY WE ARE BOTH
LPEAL AND THIS 1S
SOME PREAPFUL
FORM OF PLRGATORYZ

CHGo~r I
HOPE NOT. I
COULDN'T STAND
SUCH A IGNOMINIOUS
' CEM/SE.

P S PPy
e _\<_.“.w P A







AH YES! INSULTING YOUR
LOVE FOR METAPHYS/CS. BUT
AREN'T THESE CLAIMS THE BENCH MARK
FOR ALL GOOPD SC/ENCE AND
PROOF 7074%7%

NOT ONLY 15 IT ALSO RELIES ON AN
THIS cLA/M ITSELF EP/STEM/C FALLACY ...
BASED UPON THE IPEA THAT STATEMENTS ABOUT
PRESUPPOSITIONS... BE/NG SHOULD BE ERAPICATED IN

FAVOUR OF STATEMENTS ABOUT
AKNOWLELPGE.

R/GHT' HMMM!
I DPON'TACTLALLY
SEE WHAT'S SO TERRIBLY
WRONG WITH THAT. SCIENCE
OVER MY S7/C/SM.

BUT THAT WOULDP
MEAN THAT WE ARE
ADDRESSING THE MAP
AND NOT THE
TERR/ITORY .

PIPN'T You
ALREALY SAY THAT WE
COULDN'T EVER ANoW
THE TERRITORY /7SELF!
S0 DPON'T WE HAVE TO
RELY ON MAPSZ

ABSOLUTLEY!!!
BUT ACKNOWLEDPGING THAT
YOU'RE RELYING ON MAPS
I VERY L/FFERENT FROM
ACCEPTING THE MAP AS
THE TERRITORY.

ARE ACTUALLY PROPUCEP

IN CLOSED Sy STEMS, LIKE LABORATORIES

AND THE ROOMS OF ECONOMICS PROFESSORS,
WHICH ARE A/X&E2 IN TIME. BUT THESE

ENVIRONMENTS ARE NOT THE WORLDP THAT

WE ALL LIVE IN; THE OPEN SYSTEMS OF

CHANGE AND MULTIPL/CITY .

THE
ONTOLOGICAL

CHALLENGE TO
POSITIVIGM 1S THAT
ALL OF ITS LAWS

AND LAW-LIKE
\{EPICTIONS. 0

22






I'VE PONE IT!!

I'M EMERG/NG INTO THE
WORLD OF THE GENERATIVE
MECHAN/EMS OF THE REAL!!
IT'S THE CROSSROALS OF
THE AC7UAL AND THE
EMP/R/ICAL -~
THE JUNCTION TO
PRAGMATIC ONTOLOG/CAL
MATER/AL/ISM!
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THE IMAGE IN THE BACKGROUND OF THIS PAGE

IS BASED ON IMAGE #72 FROM C.G. JUNG'S LIBER NOVUS
(THE REP BOOK) P.103, EDP SONUS SHAMPASANI,

W.W. NORTON ANDP COMPANY LONPON, (2009).

FPAGE ii

THE IMAGE IN PANEL 2 |1S BASEDP ON IMAGE 109 FROM
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SHAMPASANI; W.W. NORTON AND COMPANY LONDPON, (2009).
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IMAGE G64# FROM C.G. JUNG'S LIBER NOVUS (THE REP BOOK) P.95,

ED SONUS SHAMPASANI, W.W. NORTON AND COMPANY LONPON, (2009).
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IMAGES IN PANEL 8-9 ARE BASED ON APRIAN TOMINE'S
FOLTH OF JULY PUBLISHED IN OPTIC NERVE DPRAWN ANP
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FPAGE &
FOR PANELS 4 ANP 5 OF THIS PAGE AS ABOVE

FPAGE 7

THE PROMETHEUS SCULPTURE IN PANELS 5,6:& 8, 1S
BASED ON IS A 1924 GILPED CAST BRONZE SCULPTURE BY
PAUL MANSHIP, LOCATEDP ABOVE THE LOWER PLAZA AT
ROCKEFELLER CENTER IN MANHATTAN,; NEW YORK CITY.

FAGE &

THIS PAGE 1S BASED UPON PETER BERTING'S ART FROM PAGES
6-7 OF MIKE MIGNOLA'S BALTIMORE THE REDP KING #1 DARK HORSE
COMICS INC. (2017).
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THE IMAGE IN THE BACKGROUNP OF THIS PAGE

15 BASED ON IMAGE 169% FROM C.G. JUNG'S LIBER NOVUS (THE
RED BOOK) P.200, EDP SONUS SHAMPASANI, W.W. NORTON ANDP
COMPANY LONDON, (2009).

FPAGE 24

THE IMAGE ON THIS PAGE 1S BASEP ON JACK 'THE KING' KIRBY'S
ARTWORK FROM FANTASTIC FOUR #51 PAGE 14

JUNE 1966, MARVEL COMICS GROUP.




A CALL FOR PAPERS

WE'RE NOT YOUR CATS AND POGS
TO BE FEP ON THE SCRAPS OF PARTY
ALONE; WE WANT TO KNOW

ING THAT OTHERS KNOW.

POLIT]

WE WANT TO LEARN THE PETAILS
OF ALL ASPECTS OF POLITICAL LIFE,
AND TO TAKE PART ACTIVELY IN EVERY
SINGLE POLITICAL EVENT.

FOR US TO PO THIS, YOU INTELLECTUALLS

MUST INFORM US OF WHAT WE CAN NEVER
LEARN FROM OUR CALL CENTRES AND
"ECONOMIC" EXPERIENCE; THAT IS, YOU
MUST GIVE US POLITICAL KNOWLEPGE.

YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THIS KNOWLEDGE
AND THE CRITICAL TOOLS TO UNLOCK [T,
AND [T IS YOUR 247¥ TO BRING IT TO US
IN A MILLION TIMES GREATER MEASLRE
THAN YOU HAVE DONE UP UNTUIL NOW...

«.AND YOU MUST BRING IT TO US, NOT
ONLY IN THE FORM OF NAVEL GAZING
ARGUMENTS; CONVOLUTED PAMPHLETS
AND ARTICLES WHICH, EXCUSE OUR
FRANKNESS, ARE BORING AS SHIT!

YOU MUST BRING US THESE THINGS IN THE
FORM OF VIVIDP EXPOSURES OF WHAT OUR
GOVERNING CLASSES ARE POING AT THIS
VERY MOMENT IN ALL SPHERES OF LIFE.

4

>l

DEVOTE MORE ZEAL TO CARRYING OUT
YOUR DUTY; AND 7ALK LESS ABoUT
RA/ISING THE ACTIVITY OF THE
MASSES OF WORKERS !

BECUASE WE'RE FAR MORE ACTIVE AND
ABLE THAN YOU THINK,; ANP IT IS NOT
FOR YOU TO "RAISE" OUR ACT/VITY;

BECUASE ACTIVITY /5 PREC/SELY

THE THING YOU YOURSELVES LACK!

BOW LESS IN WORSHIP TO YOUR OWN
CAREERS, LAPIES AND GENTLEMEN;
AND THINK MORE ABOUT THE
EMANCIPATION OF ALL YOUR FELLOW
CITIZENS OF THE WORLD!"




